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ploughing is the one best adapted to the conditions ; and
that were a furrow-turning plough used, the result would
be to lose a great deal of the precious moisture." So
the out-look for our agricultural classes is not very-
bright. Large numbers of impoverished artisans have
swelled their ranks, and struggle with them to earn a

condition of the   subsistence from land. Sir James Caird,
cultivators,             who came  fco In(J;a ag Famine Commi-

ssioner in 1878, says: 'Three fourths of the cultivators
have no capita!. In a good year they have enough for
their simple wants; in a year of abundance their
binker has something to apply in reduction of their
debt; in an unfavourable year they live very poorly,
and partly by help of their credit; in a year of famine
that is withdrawn, and they have no means left of em
ploying labour, and the poorest of them and theii
labourers are equally destitute/' * That the struggle
for existence among them is being gradually intensi-
fied is indicated by many symptoms. It is the impression
of many well-experienced men, that the masses of our
people are deteriorating in physique, and that they
4o not get sufficient sustenance to resist the attacks of
fever. No doubt, here and there, wp have flourishing,

* " India, the land and the people.'1   pp. 2113-213.